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Psychology congress to highlight key issues impacting society  
 

The world’s leading psychologists will present research-based psychological insights into some of 
the most pressing problems affecting society globally and locally, including genocide, terrorism, 
refugees, climate change, gambling and disasters/trauma at the 27th International Congress of 
Applied Psychology (ICAP) when it kicks off this Sunday.  
 
ICAP will bring together over 3000 psychologists from over 60 countries in Melbourne, including 
keynote presentations from some of the leading minds in applied psychology. 
 
Research streams 
Cutting-edge psychology research will feature at ICAP, with 20 concurrent streams being presented 
daily.   
 
Research topics include:  ageing, aggression, alcohol, body image, climate change, divorce, driver 
behavior, eating disorders, education, e-therapy, gambling, genocide, hoarding, human rights, 
Indigenous issues, lifestyle choices, leadership, natural disasters, obesity, occupational health, 
parenting, poverty, racism, refugees, relationships, social justice, social media, sport, step-families, 
substance abuse, terrorism, transport, trauma, violence, workplace bullying and many others. 
 
Keynote presentations 
Australian and international experts will conduct keynote presentations on issues that are important 
to both Australian and international communities. Descriptions of highlighted keynote presentations 
are below: 
 

Opening keynote: Prof Paul Slovic (USA) – Genocide (Backgrounder available) 
Prof Slovic’s presentation and research titled ‘The more who die, the less we care’ reveals 
the mechanisms behind human failure to respond to genocide. He explores why the 
community cannot comprehend mass devastation, and what needs to be done to respond to 
major global issues like genocide.  
 
Prof Robert Gifford (CAN) – Environment   (Backgrounder available) 
Psychology can provide a solution for tackling consumer inaction on climate change. Prof 
Gifford will present the six ‘dragons’ that prevent consumers from being more sustainable.   
 
Prof Peter Terry (AUS) – Sport  
Olympic team psychologist Prof Terry will discuss the significant benefits of music in 
enhancing athletic performance. Music has proven to increase endurance, assist in mental 
preparation and motivation, and applies to a wide range of sports and athletes of any level.   
 



Prof Tracey Wade (AUS) – Eating disorders (Backgrounder available) 
Dr Wade is a leading Australian psychology researcher in the area of prevention and 
treatment of eating disorders. In her keynote presentation, she will discuss recent 
developments in the treatment of Anorexia Nervosa and the state of psychological research 
into eating disorders internationally. 
 
Prof Zachary Steel (AUS) – Refugees and asylum seekers (Backgrounder available) 
Detention centres have serious and devastating impacts on the mental health of refugees 
and asylum seekers. Prof Steel will give an account of psychological research in the field 
and propose changes that must be made to protect refugees’ mental health.  
 
Dr Linda Steg (Netherlands) – Sustainable transport  
In order to promote sustainable travel behaviour, we must answer three important questions: 
what underlies travel behaviour; what are the most effective interventions; and how do these 
interventions impact on quality of life. Dr Steg will put forth her recommendations for 
encouraging sustainable transport, arguing that quality of life cannot be sacrificed. 
 
Ass Prof Robert La Douceur (Canada) – Gambling 
Problem gambling is affects nearly one per cent of adults in Australia. Assoc. Prof La 
Douceur will present his groundbreaking research, which examines whether problem 
gamblers are able to regain control over their gambling.  
 
Prof Richard Bryant (AUS) – Trauma and disaster  
Expert on Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, Prof Richard Bryant will share some of the recent 
developments in psychological treatments for people exposed to trauma, having identified 
how the brain processes traumatic encounters. His research has implications for fire fighters 
and paramedics, as well as other professionals.  
 
Prof Frank Kardes (USA) – Media and consumer psychology   
Marketing psychology expert, Prof Kardes will discuss research into consumer behaviour 
and the variables that capture the attention and interest of consumers and influence the way 
they acquire and retain product information.  

 
For a full list of speakers and presentations, visit the ICAP website at www.icap2010.com 
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MEDIA CONTACTS: Fenton Communications, on behalf of the Australian Psychological Society 
(APS), is managing media prior to the conference.  
 
The media number for inquiries in the lead up to the conference is 03 9600 0006 or +61 (0)458 336 
888.  
 
Enquiries should be directed to Emily Lehmann (emilyl@fenton.com.au) or David Micallef 
(david@fenton.com.au) 
 
APS Media Team 
The APS media team will be working with accredited journalists at the conference, and coordinating 
media inquiries and interviews during the conference.    
 
Media contacts: Karen Coghlan and Ellise McLoughlan (media@psychology.org.au)  
Media number:  + 61 (0)435 896 444 


