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Media Alert                2 February 2011 

  Groundbreaking event for Autism  

The Premier of Western Australia, the Hon. Colin Barnett, M.Ec MLA, will officially mark the 

commencement of building of the Autism Association of Western Australia’s new Early 

Intervention Centre and Service Headquarters in Shenton Park on Thursday, 10 February 2011 

with a turning of the soil ceremony.    

The Minister for Mental Health and Disability Services, the Hon. Helen Morton MLC will be in 

attendance along with Autism Association Chief executive Joan McKenna Kerr, representatives 

from Non Government and Government Sectors, as well as families who will benefit from the 

new facilities. 

When: 10 February 2011 

Time: 9:30am – 11:00am 

Where: Corner Stubbs Terrace and Selby Street, Shenton Park 

The new facilities being established on the site at Shenton Park marks a major milestone in 

service planning and development for people with Autism and their families in Western 

Australia.  The purpose of this development is create the infrastructure to expand services in all 

areas for children and adults, as well as well as to build a state of the art early intervention 

centre for newly diagnosed children under the age of 6 years.   

Autism Association of WA chief executive Joan McKenna Kerr said the new Centre would 

provide the Association’s multi-disciplinary teams with the capacity to work intensively with over 

400 pre-school children with Autism each year.    

The Centre will also provide facilities for all of the Autism Association’s community based 

Children and Adult Services and family support programs.    

“The new facilities will assist our clinical and training staff to connect with organisations, 

professionals and families in regional Western Australia,” she said.    

“It will be a place where any member of the public can come to find out more about Autism; a 

place where the achievements of people with Autism will be on show; and facilities where 

families can come to meet with staff and with each other.   

“Our aim is to make this a space where families and the community feel welcome and 

experience partnership with the Autism Association in its work.”  

The new facility is expected to be opened in early 2012. 



   

Autism Association of WA Background 

Autism is a complex, life-long developmental disability which is neurobiological in origin. 
 
Approximately one in every 160 children in Australia is diagnosed with an Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD). 

The Autism Association of Western Australia is a large service provider organisation providing 

services from diagnosis in infancy and throughout the life of person with Autism.      

Our mission is to advance the personal development, equality of opportunity and community 

participation of people with Autism.  

The Autism Association is the only specialist Autism organisation in Australia providing the full 

range of services to meet the needs of people with Autism from early childhood into adulthood; 

and is the second largest specialist organisation providing services to people with Autism and 

their families in Australia.    

The Autism Association of WA is also one of only five agencies worldwide providing specialist 

programs to assist job-seekers with Autism to find and maintain employment. 

Find out more at www.autism.org.au 

 

 

 

http://www.autism.org.au/

