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Real progress for children with special educational needs 
All students should be supported at school to achieve their very best regardless of their 
background or circumstances. 
 
Sadly, this is not the case in Western Australia. 
 
Successive WA Governments have failed to ensure that all our children get the best 
education they possibly can. They have not satisfactorily addressed the requirements of 
children with special educational needs. 
 
As a result of this neglect too many disadvantaged and at-risk children in WA schools are 
missing out on the opportunity to reach their potential.  
 
Failure at school has lifelong effects. The costs to the community in the long run are greater 
than the costs of intervening successfully during the school years.  
 
The Greens’ Support for Students Action Plan is a comprehensive, research-based initiative 
to start putting things right. 
 
The Support for Students Action Plan will: 

1. expand Schools Plus categories and expand eligibility criteria, including specific 
packages to address needs such as Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD) and 
specific learning disabilities like dyslexia; 

2. create more individualised support options for students and schools; 
3. ensure that teachers and school staff receive the targeted support they need; 
4. improve access to diagnosis and assessment; and 
5. establish an Education Consumers’ Council to provide advice, advocacy and support 

for students and their families. 
 

Details of the Action Plan can be found in this document. I welcome your 
comments and feedback. 
 

 
 
 
  

Alison Xamon MLC 
Greens WA Member for 
East Metropolitan Region 
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Looking at the Numbers 
There are 273,000 children attending public schools in Western Australia.  
 
It is estimated that 20 to 25 per cent of students have special education needs as the 
consequence of a range of causes. Approximately four per cent of students have dyslexia,i 
and approximately nine per cent have a recognised disability. Other groups of educationally 
disadvantaged students include Aboriginal students, students with limited English language 
proficiency, students from low socio-economic backgrounds, and students in regional, rural 
and remote areas.  
 
The overwhelming number (estimated at almost 80 per cent) of students with identified 
needs attend mainstream public schoolsii.  
 
Unfortunately these schools are not being provided with the resources and expertise they 
require to meet these children’s needs. 
 
This has long been recognised by parents groups, schools, disability advocacy groups and 
teachers’ unions. 
 
Parents of children with special educational needs report having to struggle to find a school 
that will be able to provide their child with an effective education.  
 
In a recent national survey an alarming 71 per cent of parents were uncertain or simply 
disagreed that their child’s school provided specialised support services for students with a 
disabilityiii. 
 
State Governments have failed too many of these students and as a result they are leaving 
our schools without the knowledge and skills they need to succeed in life.  
 
With the appropriate support these children can, and will, succeed.  
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Five-point Action Plan 
 
1. Expand Schools Plus  
 
Supplementary assistance at WA public schools is generally provided through the Schools 
Plus program. Around 8,000 students are currently funded through Schools Plus, and this 
figure has been steadily growing at around 7 per cent a year.  
 
To be eligible students must meet one of eight criteria. These criteria have been widely 
criticised as being too narrow. A broad range of children with intellectual and cognitive 
difficulties and complex needs are therefore denied support. 
 
Out of all the States, Western Australia’s education system recognises the lowest percentage 
of students as having a disability. This is not because we have fewer students with special 
educational needs, but because of the exclusionary nature of the Schools Plus diagnostic 
criteria and framework. 
 
The Greens (WA) will provide funding for another 3000 students to access the Schools Plus 
program. The definitions and criteria will be expanded to include children with FASD, specific 
learning disabilities such as dyslexia and children with complex needs. 
 
Calculated cost estimate: $30 million per yeariv. 

 
2. More choice, flexibility and control for schools and families 
 
The Greens will support teachers and schools to better respond to the individual needs of 
students by providing flexible support options.  
 
Unfortunately, despite the diverse needs of students, the Schools Plus funding model 
creates a narrow focus on access to ‘aide time’.   
 
Yet the most effective way to deliver disability support is through flexible packages which, as 
much as possible, can be self-directed, and meet people’s individual needs.  
 
This flexible model provides parents, teachers and students with options. It may be that aide 
time is beneficial, or therapy time, or a specialised computer program. Perhaps less aide 
time from an aide with enhanced specialist expertise would be more valuable.  
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The student might need special equipment, or adjustments to class size, or  
a combination of any of these options. This model will be particularly effective in making 
sure children with complex and multiple needs do not fall through the cracks. 
 
We will establish a pilot program to provide more effective individualised support to 
students with special education needs. The program is about getting better value from the 
resources that are already available. 
 
Calculated cost estimate: $300,000 per year for an initial two-year pilot programv 
 

3. More support for schools and teachers 
 
Teachers are being asked to meet the needs of children with disability and other special 
educational needs without adequate resources or specialised skills or knowledge.  
 
When children’s needs are not being met they are often disruptive, may take up significant 
amounts of teachers’ time, and impact on other children’s opportunity to learn. In order for 
schools to be inclusive, they must be adequately supported to meet the needs of all 
students.  
 
There is better value to be had from current funding by focusing on better coordination and 
relationship building and on providing schools with more opportunities to build networks 
and benefit from existing expertise.  
 
Teachers of students with Specific Learning Disabilities and FASD should be supported to 
gain the skills they need. 
 
The Greens’ initiative will provide improved professional learning and increased support and 
access to specialist staff including visiting teachers, therapy staff and inclusive education 
teams.  
 
Schools will be given the resources to form networks of shared expertise and support. 
Funding of $4000 extra per school will provide professional learning or specialist support in 
order to develop effective teaching practices. 
 
Calculated cost estimate: $3 million in the first year and $1 million pa ongoing.vi 
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4. Improved access to diagnosis and assessment  
 
The importance of early diagnosis and intervention has recently been recognised with 
compulsory pre-primary education. 
 
Yet children are still being left behind because of the extraordinarily long time it takes to get 
a diagnosis through the public system.  
 
There is no State Government financial support for any specific learning disability such as 
dyslexia. This means that parents who cannot afford a private diagnosis cannot access 
appropriate educational support. 
 
The cost and time burden on parents seeking to have their child properly diagnosed must be 
alleviated.  
 
The Greens will employ 50 more school psychologists, including specialist education 
psychologists, to provide more timely assessment for children with Specific Learning 
Disabilities and more general support for schools.  
 
Calculated cost estimate: $5 million per year. 
 

5. Establish an Education Consumers’ Council (ECC) 
 
The right to education is a fundamental principle on which our modern society is based.  
 
Yet there is nowhere to turn for parents who feel their child’s education needs are not being 
met. Too many parents are desperately moving their child from school to school, trying to 
find a solution. 
 
We need an independent body that parents and students can turn to for advice and 
advocacy support. 
 
The Greens will establish an Education Consumers’ Council, similar to the Health Consumer’s 
Council which represents health consumers' voices. This Education Consumers’ Councilvii will 
support parents to be effective partners in education and to help families better navigate 
the education system.  
 
Specifically, it would assist families through often complex complaints processes, help them 
access services, and ensure they are aware of their rights. It would also provide 
opportunities to participate in broader advocacy work and policy development.   
 
Calculated cost estimate: Establishment cost $350,000. Running cost $250,000 per year. 
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ihttp://www.dyslexia- speld.com/LearningDisabilities/WhatisaLearningDisability/tabid /88/language/en-
US/Default.aspx 
ii Rorris, A, Weldon, P, Beavis, A, McKenzie, P, Bramich, M, &Deery, A 2011, Assessment of current 
process for targeting of schools funding to disadvantaged students, report prepared for the Review of 
Funding for Schooling panel by the Australian Council for Educational Research. 
iiiThe Australian Youth Affairs Coalition & the Youth Disability Advocacy Service, Submission to the 
Review of Disability Standards for Education. 
http://www.ayac.org.au/uploads/AYAC%20Submission%20-%20ReviewDisabilityStandards 
_Final[1].pdf 
iv3000 students at $1000 each (Packages include professional learning for classroom teachers or aides). 
v The Pilot will include15 primary-aged students in a mainstream school. Funding will include evaluation 

of the program and development of a wider implementation strategy. (1 full time administrator, 0.5 FTE 
psychologist (or other specialist staff member from SSE), support from Dep of Ed specialist services, PD 
and relief for teachers). 
vi An additional $4000 per school (770 schools) for professional development in the first year, and 
around $1200 per school per annum after that. 
viiSupport will initially focus on children with special educational needs, those particularly vulnerable, but 
maintain the potential to expand if needed. 

http://www.ayac.org.au/uploads/AYAC%20Submission%20-%20ReviewDisabilityStandards%20_Final%5b1%5d.pdf
http://www.ayac.org.au/uploads/AYAC%20Submission%20-%20ReviewDisabilityStandards%20_Final%5b1%5d.pdf

