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Transparent and Open Government Action Plan 
 
The Greens (WA) Transparent and Open Government Action Plan will provide a robust 
framework to enhance public confidence in government decision making.  
 
Through the creation of a rigorous regulatory regime for lobbyists we will ensure the activity 
of all lobbyists, not just third party lobbyists, is appropriately regulated.  
 
To ensure there is adequate focus and prioritisation of this important area, we will advocate 
for the creation of an independent Commissioner of Lobbying. We will also legislate to 
regulate access to ministers so that selling access to Ministers cannot be used for the 
purpose of political fundraising. 
 
Government integrity, accountability and transparency are vital to a healthy democracy. 
 
The Greens (WA) believe it is important that people have access to government. We believe 
that ongoing public participation should underpin the making of laws and policy.  
However, to guarantee fair and equitable government access for all stakeholders we need 
transparency in government.  
 
The Western Australian public is entitled to know who can get access to the Premier and 
other government representatives, and the circumstances of such access. We have to know 
who is engaged in the lobbying process, on whose behalf and for what purpose. We should 
not be expected to blindly trust government officials to do the right thing. 
 
A lack of transparency undermines public confidence in government decision-making, and 
creates the potential for unethical or corrupt conduct. The Greens see better regulation of 
lobbyists as a crucial step in achieving a more open and honest government that allows for 
all people to be directly involved in the economic and political decisions that affect their 
lives.  
 
The Greens are committed to creating a strong lobbyist regime that WA people can have 
confidence in. We do not wish to remove lobbyists from the political arena. We recognise 
and value their legitimate role in our political system. But we do need vastly improved 
regulation and transparency of their activities. 
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The current situation 
Both sides of Government have attempted to regulate lobbying in WA. We have had a 
Contact with Lobbyist Code and a register of lobbyists since 2007. However, the current 
regime is ineffective and weak.  
 
The current regime lags well behind other countries such as Canada and the United States. It 
is too narrowly focused and fails to capture or fairly regulate the activities of all lobbyists; it 
does not provide for the adequate and timely disclosure of lobbying activities; it contains no 
real mechanisms for supervision or policing; it gives near unfettered discretion to the Public 
Sector Commissioner to determine the scope of and administer the regulatory regime; and it 
contains very few sanctions for breaches of its provisions.  
 
The Liberal party undertook to address this problem. However, the legislation eventually 
introduced by the Barnett Government in November 2011 does not address any of the 
weaknesses of the current regime. 
 
We need a truly comprehensive lobbyist regulatory regime which increases the transparency 
of government and of the WA political process. 
 

Regulating the activities of all lobbyists 
The current regime in WA only regulates the activities of third party (or consultant) 
lobbyists.  
 
Canadian statistics demonstrate that any regulatory regime that excludes in-house lobbyists 
is missing the majority of the picture.  
 
Only around 15 per cent of active lobbyists registered under the more comprehensive 
Canadian scheme are third party lobbyists1. 
 
This clearly demonstrates that WA needs a scheme to regulate all lobbyists, not one that 
only covers 15 per cent. 
 
The definition of lobbying activities should provide a level playing field for interest groups, 
whether business or not-for-profit entities, that aim to influence public decisions. 
 
The Greens (WA) Action Plan will establish a comprehensive lobbyist regulatory regime 
which covers all those currently carrying out lobbying activities.  
  

                                                           
1As at 13/08/12. https://ocl-cal.gc.ca/app/secure/orl/lrrs/do/slctRprt?action=lobbyistReport 

 

https://ocl-cal.gc.ca/app/secure/orl/lrrs/do/slctRprt?action=lobbyistReport
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The Register 
All stakeholders including civil society organisations, the media and the general public 
should be able to scrutinise lobbying activities in a simple and timely way. 
 
The Register of Lobbyists is the main tool for ensuring the transparency of lobbying 
activities. Our current Register provides minimal information, and does little to enhance the 
transparency of government decision making.  
 
The Greens will improve the register so that it provides stakeholders with detailed 
information about lobbying activities. 
 
The Greens (WA) Action Plan will require lobbyists to file quarterly returns with specific 
details of their lobbying activity including: the specific issue of interest; when the lobbying 
took place; and, the name of the lobbied party.  
 
This information will then be made publicly available on the Register. The Greens believe it is 
important that users can search this information in ways that are relevant, informative and 
understandable. 
 
An ongoing professional education requirement for registered lobbyists will help build skills 
and understanding of the regime, as well as helping improve the status and reputation of 
the lobbying industry. 
 
Code of Conduct 
The Code of Conduct is an important part of the regulatory regime.  
 
It is essential that lobbyists are required to comply with a strengthened Code of Conduct as 
a condition of their inclusion on the lobbyist’s register.  
 
The Greens’ Plan is to include the Code in legislation to reflect its central importance in the 
regulation of lobbying, and to close current loopholes which do not require the 
Commissioner to issue a Code.  
 
The Code, as proposed by the Greens, will prohibit the payment of success fees to lobbyists. 
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The Commissioner of Lobbying 
The implementation of successful lobbyist provisions requires strong independent  
oversight. Currently the Public Sector Commissioner, as one of the position’s many 
responsibilities, is required to regulate lobbying in WA.  
 
The Greens’ plan is to create a Commissioner of Lobbying to focus exclusively on regulation 
of lobbying. Responsibilities of the position would include maintenance of the register, 
compliance, prevention and education work. 
 
Enforcement  
The Greens plan is to establish effective penalties for breaching the provisions of the 
regulatory regime in order for it to be taken seriously by lobbyists. Fines must be substantial 
and the Commissioner must have the power to temporarily or permanently deregister 
lobbyists who fail to comply with the Code of Conduct. The Commissioner will also be 
granted powers of investigation. 
 
Cost 
Cost recovery would be built into the regulatory regime through lobbyist registration fees. 
Fee revenue would be used to fund the office of the Commissioner for Lobbying and would 
mean that taxpayers need not bear the costs of the administration of the regime. 
This would bring the industry into line with other professions like teachers and lawyers who 
are required to be registered to practice in Western Australia.  
 
Access to Ministers  
Selling access to ministers for the purpose of political fundraising is a fundamental breach of 
democratic principles. The existence of functions where people pay exorbitant ticket prices 
with the expectation of having access to ministers suggests that attendees are getting the 
opportunity to influence members of government at these events.  
 
This undermines public confidence in the integrity and transparency of government decision 
making. It also trivialises the importance of ministerial positions. 
 
The Greens Transparent and Open Government Action Plan will improve the capacity of 
ministers to exercise their substantial powers in a fair and ethical way by preventing a 
political party from selling access to ministers to raise political funds.  
 
This will be achieved through the introduction of legislation prohibiting events to be 
promoted in a way that suggests that persons attending the event will have access to a 
Minister. The legislation will not impinge on Minister’s ability to meet with, and represent, 
members of the electorate. Neither will it prohibit promoting access to ministers at charity 
functions. 


